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The animals said, ' Duks :
You have eaten with us
You have drunk with us,
You have tended us right,
So we wish you good night.'
The maiden therefore went upstairs, made the bed and
put on clean sheets and fell asleep. She slept peacefully
till midnight, when there was such a noise in the house
that she awoke. Everything trembled and shook; the
animals sprang up and dashed themselves in terror
against the wall; the beams swayed as if they would be
torn from their foundations, it seemed as if the stairs were
tumbling down, and then the roof fell in with a crash.
Then all became still, and as no harm came to the maiden
she lay down again and fell asleep. But when she awoke
again in broad daylight, what a sight met her eyes ! She
was lying in a splendid room furnished with royal
splendour; the walls were covered with golden flowers
on a green ground; the bed was of ivory and the counter-
pane of velvet, and on a stool near by lay a pair of slippers
studded with pearls. The maiden thought she must be
dreaming, but in came three servants richly dressed, who
asked what were her commands. ' Go,' said the maiden,
' I will get up at once and cook the old man's supper for
him, and then I will feed the pretty cock and hen and the
brindled cow/
But the door opened and in came a handsome young
man, who said, ' I am a king's son, and was condemned
by a wicked witch to live as ari old man in this wood
with no company but that of my three servant**, who were
transformed into a cock, a hen, and a brindled cow, The
spell could only be, broken by the arrival of a maiden
who should show herself kind not only to men but to
beasts. You are that maiden, and last night at midnight
.we were freed, and this poor house was again transformed
into my royal palace.